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CONTRIBUTIONS OF HAJI KHALIFA (KATIB CELEBI) IN
THE SCIENCE OF QIRA'AT: (AN ANALYTICAL STUDY)

Israa Mahmood Eid Eid

ABSTRACT:

This research examines the efforts of Haji Khalifa (d. 1068/1657), a
prominent Ottoman scholar, in advancing the science of Qira'at (Quranic
recitations). Through his well-known works, particularly Kashf al-Zundn ‘an
Asami al-Kutub wa-al-Funidn, he classified Qira'at as one of the core
Islamic religious sciences, linking it to the science of Tafsir (Quranic
exegesis). He emphasized that Qira'at is a transmitted science, to be
passed down through oral tradition rather than debated. In his works,
Khalifa meticulously listed foundational texts and authors in the field,
organizing them alphabetically and commenting on their scholarly value.
His book Sullam al-Wusdal ild Tabagat al-Fuhil focuses on documenting the
biographies of notable Qaris (reciters) and teachers of Qira'at, using terms
of high praise such as "Qari" and "Shaykh al-Qurra." Additionally, his work
Jami® al-Mutin min Jal al-Fundn highlights his dedication to teaching,
reading, and explaining the essential texts of Qira'at. Haji Khalifa’s
contributions helped structure and promoted this significant branch of
Islamic scholarship, and his efforts reflect the value he placed on

preserving and advancing the science of Quranic recitations.
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! Mustafa ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Qustantini Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul ila
Tabagat al-fuhul (Istanbul: Maktabat Irsika, 2010), 12 in the introduction.
2 Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 12 in the introduction.
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% Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 9 in the introduction.
4 He is the "complete and scholarly Molavi, originally from the regions of

'‘Castamonu.’ He studied under the scholars of his time, then devoted
himself to the best of his sustenance. He then followed the path of Sufism,
choosing the way of preaching. He would deliver sermons to the people on
Fridays in the mosques of 'Constantinople’. Muhammad hifz al-Rahman
ibn Muhibb al-Rahman alkumilla’y, al-Budur al-mudiyah fi tarajim al-
Hanafiyah (al-Qahirah: Dar al-Salih, 1439/2018), 13/221.
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® Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 12 in the introduction. Mustafa ibn ‘Abd
Allah Hajji Khalifah al-Qustanini, Kashf al-zunun ‘an asami al-Kutub wa-
al-Funun (Baghdad: Maktabat al-Muthanna, 1941), 1/14 in the
introduction.

® Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 10 in the introduction.
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" Rawah °Ali ibn al-Hasan Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Dimashq, tahqiq: ‘Amr al-
‘Amrawi (Bayrut: Dar al-Fikr, 1995), 26/286; an Amr Ibn ‘Uthman
murslan.

8 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/38.
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° Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 18 in the introduction.
10 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/11.
11 He refers to Ahmad bin Mustafa, famously known as Tash Kibri Zada (d.

982/1574).
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12 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/14.
13 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/353.
14 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/427.
15 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/40.
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16 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/40.
17 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/40.
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8Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/1.
19 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1317.
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20 < Adil ibn Muhammad Abu al-‘Ala’, Masabih al-Durar fi tanasub ayat al-
Qur’an al-Karim wa-al-suwar (al-Madinah al-Munawwarah: al-Jami‘ah
al-Islamiyah, n. 129, 1425/2004), 17/1.

21 The one referred to as the author of Miftah al-Sa'ada (The Key to

Happiness) is Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn Ayyub, known as Ibn Qayyim
al-Jawziyyah (d. 751/1350). Khayr al-Din ibn Mahmud ibn Muhammad
al-Zirikli, al-4 ‘lam (Bayrut: Dar al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin, 2002), 6/56.

22 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1317.
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23 He is Abu Ishag Burhan al-Din Ibrahim ibn Umar al-Jabari (d. 723/1323),
and his book is Kanz al-Ma'ani Sharh Hirz al-Amani wa Wajh al-Tahani.
Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Yusuf Ibn al-Jazari, Ghayat al-nihayah fi
Tabaqat al-qurra’ (al-Qahirah: Maktabat Ibn Taymiyah, n. d.), 1/21.

24 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1317.

25 He is Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Yusuf, known as
Ibn al-Jazari (d. 833/1429), and his book is Al-Nashr fi al-Qira'at al- ‘Ashr
(The Dissemination of the Ten Readings). al-Zirikli, al-4 ‘lam, 1/1227.
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26 He is one of the "scholars of Baghdad, modern-day grammarians following
the Kufi school, experts in the readings of the Qur'an, and a scholar who
authored works in every field of knowledge"” (d. 224/838). Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A‘lam al-nubala’ (Bayrut:
Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1405/1985), 10/492-493.

2" Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1317.

28 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1317.
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29 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1317.
30 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/40.
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31 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/427.
32 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/433.

8 Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Yusuf lbn al-Jazari, al-Nashr fi al-gira’at

al-‘ashr, tahqiq: ‘Ali al-Dabba‘ (Misr: al-Matba‘ah al-Tijariyah al-Kubra,
n.d.), 1/35.
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3 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/460.
3 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/462.
36 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/480.
37 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1196.
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38 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1475.
39 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1607.
40 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1926.

21



THE SCHOLAR-ISLAMIC ACADEMIC RESEARCH JOURNAL
Vol. 11, No. 1 | | January -June 2025| | P. 1-33
https://doi.org/10.29370/siarj/issue20arabicl

oo G geizalll ol 10,53 A il o il 3.3
el 3

o J5 Sl Sl Al S Gan e Gl dads - 06
o83 die Jb oS (Il dadall Lgnad 5 Lgzuan

) Sl U Y (el Sl G NI bs) -

o OlS a1l Ay add3e el S5 U JB > (1745 /540

0z A

) 31Vl e o e (ol AN G FLaYl Cbs) -
ooty o3l ad SO NI Gl " 1B o> (1054 /446
g g a5

A ol o S el ) Sl A 3G adl ObS) -
M wliae g3l et pas" 1B G (1045 /437 .0) o)

) G s pee T ped (ol el 3 (& ol SS) -
s obsdl s 3 ool (ol U8 dads 2 Ja5 (1052 /444

1 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/81.
42 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/211.
43 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/339.
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4 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/520.
4 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/538.
%6 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1379.
4" Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1551.
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“8 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/418.
49 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/648.
%0 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 1/1176.
%1 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-zunun, 2/1301.
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52 Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 1/312.
53 Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 2/211.
% Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 2/218.
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Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 1/36.
Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 1/251.
Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 1/267.
Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 1/51.
Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 2/192.
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%0 Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 2/366.
%1 Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 3/80.
62 Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 1/41.
63 Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 1/113.
%4 Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 4/358.
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% Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 19.

% Al-Mugaddimah fi Ma Yajibu 'Ala Qari' al-Qur'an an Ya'lamah, commonly
known as the Mugaddimah al-Jazariyyah, is a text on Tajweed written by
Ibn al-Jazari, the Shafi'i scholar who passed away in 833 AH. The poem
was composed by Ibn al-Jazari in the meter of al-Rajaz around the year
798 AH. The poem consists of 107 verses. Mulammad ibn Mu'ammad ibn
Yusuf Ibn al-Jazari, al-Manzumah al-muqaddimah fima yajibu ‘ala al-
qari’ an y‘lmh (al-Jazariyah) (Misr: Dar al-Mughni lil-Nashr wa-al-
Tawzi‘, 1422/2001).
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It is the poem Hirz al-Amani wa Wajh al-Tahani fi al-Qira'at al-Sab’, a
composition by Imam Al-Qasim ibn Fiirah ibn Khalaf al-Shatibi al-Ra'ini.
The original title is Hirz al-Amani wa Wajh al-Tahani, but it became
widely known as Al-Shatibiyyah, named after its author. The poem
consists of 1173 verses, in which al-Shatibi compiled the seven widely
accepted Qira‘at (readings) transmitted by the imams: Nafi', Ibn Kathir,
Abu Amr, Ibn Amir, Asim, Hamzah, and Al-Kisai. al-Qasim ibn Firruh
ibn Khalaf ibn Ahmad al-Ru‘ayni al-Shatibi, matn al-Shatibiyah = Hirz
al-amani wa-wajh al-tahani fi al-gira’at al-sab°, tahqgiq: Muhammad
Tamim al-Zu‘bi (Dimashq: Maktabat Dar al-Huda wa-Dar al-Ghawthani
lil-Dirasat al-Qur’aniyah, 1426/2005).

It is a poem on the sciences of the Qur'an, detailing the history,
development, and purposes of the science of properly transcribing the
Quran. It serves as a metrical explanation of specialized issues such as the
orthography of letters, omission and inclusion, and offers a concise
treatment of spelling issues that appear in many surahs of the Qur'an.
(https://www.wdl.org/ar/item/17597)

%9 Hajji Khalifah, Sullam al-wusul, 26.
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