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ROLE OF MUSLIM WOMEN OF 21ST CENTURY IN DEVELOPMENT
OF SCIENCE

Abdul Hameed Arain, Hafiz Sibghatullah Bhutto
ABSTRACT:

Islam is unique in providing equal opportunities for both women and men.
Women in Muslim societies have historically played pivotal roles in
advancing society across various fields. In jurisprudence and literature,
Muslim women have made significant contributions, with scholars
documenting their achievements. They have also excelled in education and
medicine. Additionally, Muslim women have actively participated in Islamic
culture, science, and technology. Examples include Zubaidah bint Ja'far ibn
Mansur, known for her construction projects; Sutayta al-Mahamili, a
renowned mathematician; Dhayfa Khatun, skilled in politics and
administration; and Fatima al-Fihri, founder of the world's oldest university.
Marian al-ljliya is celebrated for inventing the astrolabe. While many
historic Muslim women made notable contributions, some in the 21st
century continue this legacy. Figures like Bina Shaheen Siddiqui in medicine
and agriculture, Samira Ibrahim Islam in pharmaceuticals, Farkhonda
Hassan in geology, and Dr. Adeeba Kamarulzaman in infectious diseases
stand out. Highlighting these achievements is crucial, countering
misconceptions about Muslim women and their contributions, especially
amid stereotypes linking Islam with female oppression and terrorism.

KEYWORDS: Muslim Women, Science, Geology, Medicine,
Contributions.
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1 1bn Majah, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Yazid; Sunan Ibn Majah, Publisher: Dar al-lhya
al-Kutub al-Arabiyyah, Beirut, 1313 AH; Kitab Lafatah fi al-lman wa Fada'il al-Sahabah wa
al-llm, Bab Fadl al-Ulama al-Hath 'Ala Talab al-llm, Hadith 224
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2 Doctor Tara Chand; Tamaddun Hind par Islami Asarat, Majlis-e-Taraqgi-e-Adab, Lahore,
1964, p. 231

3 |bn Abi Shaybah, Abu Bakr; Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah, Publisher: Maktabah al-Rashid,
Riyadh, 1409 AH, Kitab al-Tibb, Bab Man Rukhsa fi Ruqyat al-Namlah, Hadith 23542

4 The Quran: Surah An-Nahl 16:92

5 Muslim bin Hajjaj Qushayri; Sahih Muslim, Publisher: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-Arabi - Beirut,
Kitab al-Jihad wa al-Siyar, Bab Ghazwat al-Nisa' ma'a al-Rijal, Hadith 1810
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6 Abu Dawood Sulaiman bin Ash'ath; Sunan Abu Dawood, Publisher: Al-Maktabah al-
Asriyyah, Beirut, Kitab al-Jihad, Bab Fi al-Mir'ah wa al-'Abd Yahdha'an min al-Ghanimah,
Hadith 2729
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7 Fawad Sezgin; Khutbat: Tareekh Ulum Mein Tahzeeb-e-Islami ka Magam, Idara

Tahqigat-e-Islami, International Islamic University-Islamabad; 2005, p. 206
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8 Zubaida bint Jafar Al Mansour; (www.mosaicofmuslimwomen.com), accessed on 06 July
2017

9 7-Reasons-Women Invisible Science, (www.aboutislam.net/science/faith), accessed on
06 July 2017

10 Mariam Al Astrolabiya Al ljliya; (www.wisemuslimwomen.org/muslimwomen/bio),
accessed on 06 July 2017
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11 Chitra Rawat, “5 Important Muslim Women in History we aren’t told about”14 Nov
2016, (www.edtimes.in), accessed on 15 July 2017
12 Sameera Mousa World Renowned Egyptian Scientist;06 Aug 2012,
(www.afrolegends.com) accessed on 05 June 2017
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o Heydar Aliyev Cultural Centre in Baku, Azerbaijan
« Vitra Fire Station (1994), Weil am Rhein, Germany
o Bergisel Ski Jump (2002), Innsbruck, Austria
o Rosenthal Center for Contemporary Art (2003), Cincinnati, Ohio,
United States
o Hotel Puerta America (2003-2005), Madrid, Spain
e« BMW Central Building (2005), Leipzig, Germany
e Ordrupgaard annexe (2005), Copenhagen, Denmark
e Phaeno Science Center (2005), Wolfsburg, Germany

13 Saman Ansari, “Muslim Women Scientists and Biology” 16 January 2015,
(www.biologydecoded.com) accessed on 15 July 2017
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R. Lopez De Heredia Wine Pavilion (2001-2006), Haro, La Rioja,
Spain

Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs at the
American University of Beirut (2006-14), Beirut, Lebanon

Maggie's Centres at the Victoria Hospital (2006), Kirkcaldy, Scotland
Hungerburgbahn new stations (2007), Innsbruck, Austria

Chanel Mobile Art Pavilion (2006-08), worldwide

Bridge Pavilion (2008), Zaragoza, Spain

Pierresvives (2002-12), Montpellier, France

MAXXI — National Museum of the 21st Century Arts (1998-2010),
Rome, Italy.[?®1 Stirling Prize 2010 winner.

Guangzhou Opera House (2010), Guangzhou, People's Republic of
China

Sheikh Zayed Bridge (2007-10), Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Galaxy SOHO in Beijing, China.

London Aquatics Centre (2011), 2012 Summer Olympics, London,
United Kingdom

Riverside Museum Glasgow

Riverside Museum (2007-11) development of Glasgow Transport
Museum, Scotland

CMA CGM Tower (2004-11), Marseilles, France

Evelyn Grace Academy (2006-10) in Brixton, London, UK. Stirling
Prize 2011 winner.

Capital Hill Residence, in Moscow, Russia.

Roca London Gallery (2009-11) in Chelsea Harbour, London, UK
d'Leedon, Singapore (2011)

Heydar Aliyev Cultural Centre (2007-12) in Baku, Azerbaijan.

Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum (2010-12), East Lansing,
Michigan, United States.

Mandarin Oriental Dellis Cay, Villa D (2012) (private home under
construction), Dellis Cay, Turks & Caicos Islands

Library and Learning Center of the Vienna University of Economics
and Business Campus

Salerno Maritime Terminal (2007-13), Salerno, Italy

Napoli Afragola railway station, Italy (2013)

Jockey Club Innovation Tower (2013), Hong Kong

Dongdaemun Design Plaza (2008-14), Seoul, South Korea

Citylife office tower (Storto) and residential, Milan, Italy (2014)
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e National Research Council Associate ship award.
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14  Iraqi-British Architect Zaha Hadid; Al Jazeera News online, 31 Mar 2016
(www.aljazeera.com)-65-160331152121266

15 Saman Ansari, “Muslim Women Scientists and Biology” 16 January 2015,
(www.biologydecoded.com) accessed on 15 July 2017
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